LOOE HERITAGE TRAIL

; This trail of discovery, which will take you up to about two hours to complete,
Q St. Nicholas Church . ; i K @8 Buller Quay

has been designed for those interesied in finding out more about Looe’s

: historical heritage. Do you wonder what life must have been like when Looe ; :
Jolly Sailor Inn (¥®, Banjo Pier

was a buzzing fishing port, or when tin, copper and granite were exported
from the quayside, or when Looe was an important boat building centre

@ The Old Meat Market .“. Old Lifeboat Station
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To follow this Heritage Trail you
need to start at St Nicholas Church H
(OS 254.533) on the west side of

the Looe River, and about 10 minutes walk
south from the Millpool Car Park. The map

e

with numbers suggests points of specific
interest along the trail.

Church House

_ Smugglers Cott
MILLPOOL
CAR PARK

The Old Guildhall
Ye Olde Fishermans Arms

Meat Market

Ye Olde Salutation Inne

Golden Guinea

New Guildhall
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Whilst this walk has been around the centre of Looe, there are places in the surrounding area that
played just as important a part in the development of the town.

You may wish to visit the site of the old Lammana Chapel at the end
of Hannafore (OS 251.522) and maybe walk further to Polperro; St
Martin's Church (OS 260.550) some two miles out 3
of town; the old boat building yard at Polean (OS 246.536)
(presently occupied by Jewson Builders Merchants); or the
fascinating walk through Kilminorth Wood (OS 246 538)

and the Giant's Hedge.

estl

Looe Island, Hannafore

"A Giant one day had nothing to do,
so he built a hedge from Lerryn to Looe".

The local train from Looe to Liskeard enables you to see the remains
of the old canal, opened in 1828. These are just
some of the other outlying areas which are worth visiting.

For further information there is the Discovery Centre in the Millpool
Car Park or the Tourist Information Centre by the Guildhall (no 21).

Kilminorth Woods The Looe Old Cornwall Society would like to express its sincere

appreciation to its members, who have helped put this pamphlet together.

Notably: Nancy Jolliff, Iris Ward, Jeanne Dingle, Fred Leese and Peter Leggat.

We would also like to thank Looe Town Council and the Looe Harbour Commissioners for their
assistance.
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Photographs: Looe Development Trust, Chris Bowden Photography, cover photograph Alan Tompkinson
Design, artwork and map illustration: Artworks Design & Marketing
Pen and ink drawings: Graham Munt
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°) Buller Quay

Now cross into East Looe and walk south
and

You'll see some magnificent old

along Buller Quay beside the river
harbour.
luggers lovingly restored in the harbour. ‘Our

Daddy’

Looe for the fishing industry around 1921 by

and ‘Our Boys’ were both built in
Dick Pearce and Son, for the Pengelly famil

In 1836 when an exceptional seam of copper
was discovered near Minions (OS 261.711) .
around =._m area ~of Caradon/ Hill_on' Bodmin
Moor, z:mm m:._o::a of copper ore were g.o:o:
down .A_.oS the moor by the horse railway and
canal barge and deposited at the side of the river
to be collected by ships to be smelt-
ed at works in South Wales.

It became necessary to build a quay
both to store the copper m:a to sup-
port the railway. Buller Quay was built
in 1856 and ran along the side of the
river from the bridge almost to the

y

sea front. At one time half the world’s cop-
per was shipped through Looe and it
led to prosperity for the town and the
surrounding area. This in turn led to
improvements to roads and the
building of a new bridge to replace

Sm .Ewm m:.coEB .ﬁc this am< the

.@ Banjo Pier

Walk past the Lifeboat station and the toilets
out onto the Banjo Pier. In the 18405 a long
straight groyne, tapering off at the seaward

end, was built between the harbour

It was hoped that it would prevent sand clogging
the harbour mouth but in this it was not entirely
successful. Joseph Thomas put forward the idea
of taking the end off the groyne and substituting
a round. The locals were sceptical and he had to
offer to forgo his fee if the plan failed. The round
at the seaward end was constructed in 18967,
and was successful. Admiral Riley, Chairman of
the Harbour Commissioners, gave the lamp
which was now erected at the pier end. It was to
be named ‘Riley’'s Pier’. However, two local girls
chatting were heard to say "My dear, it do look
exactly like a banjo, don't it?" And so it became
the Banjo Pier. Look also on the sides of the pier
for the wooden pegs, put in to absorb water and
swell, helping to hold the stone work together.
Next to the pier and in the corner of the beach is
a pile of World War 2 tank traps - concrete

tapered blocks about 6 ft long with metal spikes.

Belaymg Pins

A section of the original rail line that brought the
ore from the mines on Bodmin Moor can be
found on the quayside just before the tower
crane which you see before you. Beyond the
modern structures were built to conform to EU
regulations, the Packing Sheds in 1990 and the
Fish Market in 1986. Walk past the colourful
Mural which shows the East and West Looe Coat
of Arms and turn to the left away from
the quayside a little further on towards
Pengelly's wet fish shop. Here you will
see another length of railway line
embedded in the tarmac, a reminder
that the railway from Liskeard built in
1860 used to run all the way into Looe
along the quay, almost as far as the

mouth of the river. Note the jm_mE of Sm fish

nm: Smaﬁ nosmam ﬁ.:w wé .

o_om,:mn.__m: 2003. At this stage look across the
river to the arches at Pennyland in West Looe.
Joseph Thomas was ihe instigator and architeci
in 1895.
Previously West Looe had stopped abruptly at St

of the road to Hannafore, built

Nicholas Church, which had buildings adjoining
it (see the large photo in the Salutation Inne (trail
stop 18), and there was no access to the coast
except the steep and narrow Hannafore Lane
which can be seen higher above the road.
Building the road involved demolishing the two
buildings nearest to the church, and cutting
through the outcrop of rock behind. The next
part, the little bay at Pennyland, needed a cause-
way to carry the road and Joseph Thomas built
the three arches and the larger arch beyond to
carry his road. The turrets were not in the
original plans, but were added for decoration.
The Round House above was built as a dwelling
in the early 20th century.

-H. Old Lifeboat Station

From the pier walk along the promenade
towards the church tower. You will see The
Old Lifeboat Station built for Looe’s first
lifeboat in 1866. This station, next to the
Watch Tower and obelisk with its sundial,

remained in use until 1930 when the lifeboat

i

Old Lifeboat State)

. Mary’s Church

Further on you come to St Mary’s Church.

Originally the church was established as a

chapel of ease in 1259 by Henry de Bodrugan

The present building of Plymouth limestone,

converted to flats, is only about-100 years old.

However, the original tower - still standing is all.

that remains of the original church.

This tower used to be white washed and served
as a daymark for shipping up to the beginning of
World War 1: sz the 18th Century.single-hand-
ed clock renovated in 1996.

@ Church House

Just east of the tower stands Church House,
which was built for the clergy. It stands
directly opposite the door of St. Mary’s

urch with the Old Vicarage next to i on

The date is believed to be 16th century.
It has been suggested that the house
could have much earlier beginnings
and have been used by the monks who
administered St. Mary's when the
original stone church was built in the
1200s. Behind the church you now

enter the narrow back streets of Looe.

Leaving the square at the far end find the

Smugglers Cott now a restaurant with its

impressive 18th century facade.

The original arched doorway of Smugglers Cott
opening onto Higher Market Street suggests that
it is one of the oldest buildings in Looe. The truly
massive chimney is very
prominent. Timbers from
the Spanish Armada are
said to have been used in
the later remodelling and
extension of the house.
The house boasts a
secret passage way
which may have been
used for hiding smuggled

goods.

Ye Olde Fishermans Arms
Ye Olde Fishermans Arms opposite, was built
as a merchant’s house in 1611. It has been a
public house for many years now. The local
«d a William Elford, landlord

there, having his lic

papers re
endorsed (1883) for
illegal Sunday hours, and being fined £5
(1888) for allowing drunkenness.

A suicide in the loft in 1875 has resulted, some
say, in a haunting. Notice the twin gables facing
out onto-the street, and then look at the original

doorway, . the jambs chamfered with reeded

design ending in patterned stops. Note the great
buffer ﬂo.:m.m m,m~ on the corner to protect the
house from nmlwnm by the iron: tyred ?:mm._m of
the vehicles entering Looe, as Barbican Hill here

was once the main road for traffic w.o&..w..,,:.m east.

hurch_

St Marys C

It is best to refer to the small street plan here as
it is easy to get lost in the many fascinating little
streets and alleys. The area between Higher
Market Street and Lower Street was laid out in a
grid pattern (said to be unique) in early Tudor

times, hence the narrow streets. Facing ‘Sea

Breeze', opposite the church tower turn right

down Lower Chapel Street and pass ‘Lantau’

house.

This building is possibly a merchant’s
house. Further on down Lower
Chapel Street you will come to
Osborne House, now a restaurant.
This has been much altered but is still
a substantial building and may also
have been a merchant’'s house. Cut
eastwards now
through the archway. The
first floor oriel windows of
Lantau house are original as
are the front and back door-
ways. Continue on and take
the second left into the old
~market square
convenient

(now . _a
car park for

residents). In the south-east

corner (towards the sea) and by the wall of the
cottage called ‘Curlews’ is a plague in the pave-
ment showing where the town well used to be in
the nineteenth century.

@ The Old Guildhall

Still in Higher Market Street, turn seaward a

short way to the The Old Guildhall, now a
museum which 1s well worth a visit. Climb

the steps and enter to absorb further history

,_,:m cc__a_:m was raised to accommodate a first
floor in 1587, when East Looe obtained its Royal
Charter. Note the barred prison cell windows of
the ground floor, a reminder that justice was
administered here. The magistrates’ bench is still
there in the upper room. Outside, under the
gable of the porch is the pillory.

Devil Fish on display in Museum

S Arms



